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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Receipt of applicant's amendment filed 21 December 2005 is acknowledged. 
Claims 21-24 are pending and newly submitted. Substitute specification with further 
amendment filed 21 December 2005 is noted, has overcome previous object or matter 
of informalities, and therefore has been entered. The indicated allowability of original 
claims 8, 10 and 12, now submitted as claims 21-23 respectively, is withdrawn in view 
of the newly discovered reference(s) to MORI (US 4,510,555) and MOUISSIE (US 
4,845,596) and of indefiniteness regarding the claimed exchangeable light source with 
cable. Rejections based on the newly determined indefiniteness and newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 23 January 2006. These drawings are approved. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly . 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 21-24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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5. Claims 21-23, line 4 of each claim, "said solid object" lacks antecedent basis, and 
is indefinite as being the same as or a part of the preceding "self-illuminating fabricated 
solid object assembly". 

6. Claims 21-23 commonly recite "at least one receptacle" in two occurrences at the 
beginning of paragraphs (f) and (g). The two occurring "at least one receptacle" 
limitations are indefinite as being the same part or two different parts, at least one of 
which belonging to or operatively relating to the aperture of the solid object. If they are 
the same, then the proceeding "receptacle" should be addressed with the article "said" 
or "the". If they are different, different terms or further structural claim language that 
designates this receptacle to another part other than the aperture of the solid object 
should inserted. 

7. Claims 21-23 commonly recite "wherein said light source additionally comprises 
at least one fiber optic cable, said cable adapted for the transmission of light from said 
at least one exchangeable light source". This is indefinite because it identifies said light 
source as additionally comprising at least one fiber optic cable, and therefore the phrase 
"said cable adapted for the transmission of light from the at least one exchangeable light 
source" makes it unclear as to what parts constitutes the light source and between 
which distinct parts perform the stated action or adaptation. This may be clarified if the 
exchangeable light source also includes a lamp or bulb, from which transmission of light 
originates and directed to the cable, all of which would comprise the exchangeable light 
source. 
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8. Furthermore in claims 21-23, the common recitation of "at least one receptacle 
receiving an exchangeable light source" (paragraph g), where the exchangeable light 
source now includes a cable, is indefinite as to whether or not the receptacle associated 
with the aperture of the solid object also receives entirely or partly the cable and light 
source lamp, or light source means in claim 24. According to the specification (pg.13, 
paragraph 23, lines 10-12), it appears that socket 48 is adapted for receiving fiber 
optical cable 70 and that the light source means is remote from the solid object. 

9. Claim 23, line 17, the limitation "at least one visually expose surface" is indefinite 
as being the same as or different from the "at least one visually expose surface" recited 
in preceding line 2. 

10. Claim 24, lines 2-3, the limitation "said light source means" lacks antecedent 
basis and is indefinite in its relationship to the preceding "exchangeable light source". 

1 1 . Furthermore, claim 24 recites "said at least one receptacle comprises locking 
means for securely holding said light source means in place", which is indefinite as to 
including securing the cable within the receptacle when the light source means 
(meaning light emitting means 42) is locked in place, which may be contrary to the 
description in paragraph 0023 that light emitting means 42 is remote from the solid 
object. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

13. As best understood, claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by MORI (US 4,510,555). 

14. MORI discloses a fabricated solid object (10) assembly comprising: at least one 
visually exposed surface (top of lighting device or screen 10, fig.1); at least one aperture 
(defined by the aperture occupied by coupling 28) opening on an accessible surface 
(12, fig.1); at least one optical fiber (30sub1 to 30 n ) positioned within the solid object 
(10, fig.1); a first end of the optical fiber (30) visually terminating at the visually exposed 
surface (top of 10, fig.1) of the solid object (10); a second end (4 contiguous cross- 
sectional circles shown in phantom within pedestal 12 in fig.1) operatively related to the 
aperture to receive light, at least one receptacle (optical coupling 28) operatively related 
to the aperture, the receptacle (28) receiving the second end of the optical fibers 
(30sub1 to 30 n ) providing for the second end of the optical fibers to receive light, at least 
one receptacle (28) receiving an exchangeable light source (col.2, lines 3-4) additionally 
comprising at least one fiber optic cable (26) adapted for transmission of at least part of 
the light from the exchangeable light source to the first end (col.2, lines 15-27) of the 
optical fiber (30sub1 to 30 n ); wherein the at least one fiber optic cable (26) is receivable 
by a plurality of solid objects (fig.1 shows another object 10' in fig.1 receiving cable 26). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over MORI 
(US 4,510,555) in view-of MOUISSIE (US 4,845,596). 

17. MORI disclosed the claimed invention except a plurality of predetermined 
patterns comprising informational messages on at least one visually exposed surface. 

18. MOUISSIE teaches a panel (15, figs.4-5), in the same field of endeavor, defining 
a visually exposed surface that includes a pattern of information messages (col.1, lines 
15-18) for the purpose of visually indicating information messages vital to signaling or 
indicating operation of vehicles, measuring instruments and consumer electronics while 
having space-saving and energy-saving advantages over a strong backlight light source 
(col.1, lines 19-39). 

19. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the lighting device of MORI to include the type of 
information message patterns on the panel as taught by MOUISSIE in order to expand 
the space-save and energy-saving advantages to backlighting or visually illuminating h 
information messages in vehicle panels, instrument panels and consumer electronics. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

20. Claim 24 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

21 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the at least one receptacle comprises locking means for securely holding said 
light source means in place, in combination with the light source additionally comprises 
at least one fiber optic cable and the receptacle receiving an exchangeable light source. 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. PARKER (US 6,185,356) shows in figs.16A & 16B one fiber optic 
(1160) received in an elongate solid object (1170), and mechanically and optically 
connected to a unitary light source and power source (1070), and shows/teaches in 
fig.15A, replacing the light-power source (1070) with another light source being a light 
pipe (1090) that includes a optical cable (1094) with remote lamp, col. 13, lines 1-11. 
TRUDEAU et al (US 2004/0032748 A1) show optical fibers (8) embedded in a hardened 
substrate (4) as in cement/concrete structure, with the fiber ends forming at least one 
informational symbol (fig. 7 & 10), and the hardened substrate including an opening or 
internal space for receiving coupling light source/fiber and batteries (figs. 9 & 12). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cariaso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2366. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 



you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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